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Heavy Equipment
Heavy equipment is both powerful and dangerous, both for the operator and for those whowork around it. It’s 
important that you know the safety precautions to take when workingwith and around heavy equipment such as 
dump trucks, front-end loaders, cranes, tractors and cement trucks.

•	 When you operate heavy equipment, always check the brakes, steering and othercontrols before starting 
the engine.

•	 Before you start up. make sure no one is near your equipment. The safest way to do thisis to walk around 
your vehicle.

•	 Always wear the right personal protective equipment such as safety glasses and a hardhat when operating 
heavy equipment.

•	 Always wear your safety belt.
•	 When you park your machine, lower buckets, shovels or dippers, set the parking brakeand shut off the 

engine.
•	 Resist the temptation to jump off of your machine; instead, use the handholds, rails andsteps. Be sure to 

keep these areas clean and free from grease.
•	 Always stop the engine before lubricating or working on a machine. And make sure allsafety guards are in 

place.
•	 Avoid backing up heavy equipment unless it’s absolutely necessary.
•	 Check the surrounding area for obstacles before beginning an operation.
•	 Keep other vehicles, materials, equipment and people out of areas where heavyequipment is operating.
•	 Make sure your mirrors are angled to reduce blind spots.
•	 Check your reverse alarm before operation.
•	 If you’re unable to see behind your machine, use a person on the ground as a spotter tohelp direct you and 

look for obstacles.
•	 Only use equipment you’re trained to use.
•	 Be familiar with the limitations of your equipment.
•	 Never assume your path is clear if you can’t see it.

•	 Keep clear of moving equipment.
•	 Never assume the operator knows where you are or where you’re going.
•	 Keep an eye out for moving equipment at all times.   
•	 Watch out for and stay clear of pinch points, earth-moving equipment and cranes.
•	 If you must walk around a piece of heavy equipment, alert the operator to stop the machine before going by.
•	 Always stay out from under loads on cranes or hoists-even if it means taking the long way around.
•	 Avoid walking behind a piece of equipment that’s backing up. You could trip and fall.
•	 Never walk beside moving equipment or ride on its running board or drawbar in case it slides or turns or the 

load shifts.
•	 Never ride on top of a truck loaded with masonry blocks or other materials that could shift and injure you.
•	 If you’re working on portable staging, scaffolds or platforms, get off while the machine is being moved.

Safety Rules for Heavy Equipment Operators

Safety Rules for Working Around Heavy Equipment
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Disclaimer: This website and the information contained in the Injury & Illness Prevention Program (IIPP) are intended and authorized for the use of 
employees of this Company only; they are not intended for, nor should they be used by, the general public or any third parties. If you have not been 
expressly directed to this site by the Warner Bros. Studio Operations Department of Safety & Environmental Affairs, you are not authorized to use this 
website and you must exit now. The IIPP is a general outline of safe work practices to be used as a guideline for our productions to provide a safe work 
environment for our employees. Because each particular work situation is different, these IIPP guidelines are intended to be used in conjunction with 
consulting the appropriate production supervisors and seeking the assistance of our Production Safety personnel. The information contained in this IIPP 
is not a legal interpretation of any federal, state or local regulations, laws or standards. No warranty is made about any of the contents of this website.
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•	 Call Set Medic or Supervisor for help. If not available,call 911.
•	 Have someone stay with the worker until help arrives.
•	 Move worker to a cooler/shaded area.
•	 Remove the worker’s outer clothing.
•	 Fan and mist the worker with water; apply ice bags or ice towels.
•	 Provide cool drinking water, if worker is able to drink.

What to Do When a Worker Has Heat Illness

IF THE WORKER IS NOT ALERT OR SEEMS CONFUSED, THIS MAY BEA HEAT STROKE.
CALL 911 IMMEDIATELY AND APPLY ICE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE


